ACCEPTABLE USE POLICY

ACCEPTABLE USE POLICY (AUP) FOR COMPUTERS, NETWORK, AND THE INTERNET

STUDENTS ENTERING THE FOURTH GRADE
Reasons for this Policy
Patrician Academy is providing computer network and Internet access for its students and employees.  This service allows employees and students to share information, learn new concepts, research diverse subjects, and create and maintain school-based websites.

Patrician Academy has adopted this Acceptable Use Policy to set guidelines for accessing the computer network or the Internet service.  Students who are under 18 also must have their parents or guardians sign this Policy.  By signing this agreement, the student, employee, and parent or guardian agree to follow the rules set forth in this Policy and to report any misuse of the computer network or the Internet to a teacher.  Parties agreeing to this policy also understand that Patrician Academy may revise the Internet Acceptable Use Policy as it deems necessary.  The Patrician Academy will provide notice of any changes either by posting such a revised version of the Policy on its website or by providing written notice to the students, employees, and parents or guardians.

The opportunity brings with it a number of responsibilities.  In order to use the Internet services available at Patrician Academy, you must read the following information and sign the computer/Internet agreement as follows:

Acceptable Uses of the Computer, Network, or the Internet

Internet access provided by Patrician Academy should be used only for educational or professional purposes.  Staff may use the Internet for personal use only if such use is incidental and occurs during their duty-free time.

The use of any Patrician Academy computer, which provides access to the Internet, is a privilege which may be revoked by instructors, staff, or administrators at any time for abuse or inappropriate conduct.  Such conduct would include, but is not limited to, the placing of unlawful information on or through the computer system, accessing another person(s files, and the use of obscene, abusive, or otherwise objectionable language or images in either public or private files or messages.

Information services and features contained on the Patrician Academy network are intended for the private use of its patrons.  Any commercial or other unauthorized use of those materials, in any form, is expressly forbidden.

Patrician Academy does not warrant that the functions of the system will meet any specific requirements you have, or that it will be error-free or interrupted; not shall it be liable for any direct or indirect, incidental, or consequential damages (including lost data or information) sustained or incurred in connection with the use, operation, or inability to use the system.

If a user is uncertain about whether a particular use of the computer network or the Internet is appropriate, he or she should consult a teacher.

Unacceptable Uses of the Computer Network or the Internet

The following uses of the Account provided by Patrician Academy are unacceptable:

$ Uses that violate any state or federal law or municipal ordinance are unacceptable.  Unacceptable uses include, but are not limited to the following:

· Selling or purchasing any illegal substance;

· Accessing, transmitting, or downloading child pornography,

obscene depictions, harmful materials, or materials that

encourage others to violate the law; or

· Transmitting or downloading confidential information or 

copyrighted materials.

2. Causing harm to others or damage to their property is unacceptable.  Unacceptable uses include, but are not limited to the following:

· Deleting, copying, modifying, or forging other users( files or data;

· Damaging computer equipment, files, data or the network;

· Disguising one(s identity, impersonating other users, sending

anonymous e-mail messages;

· Threatening, harassing, or making defamatory or false statements

about others;

· Accessing, transmitting, or downloading offensive, harassing, or disparaging materials;

· Accessing, transmitting, or downloading computer viruses or other harmful files or programs, or in any way degrading or disrupting any computer system performance; or

· Accessing, transmitting or downloading large files, including (chain

letters( or any type of (pyramid schemes;(
· Using any PA computer to pursue hacking or attempting to access information that is protected by privacy laws;

· Using the computer for commercial uses.

Patrician Academy reserves the right to inspect any material stored in files to which users have access and will edit or remove any material which the administration staff believes may be objectionable.  Users of the computers/Internet will not use their account to obtain, view, download, or otherwise gain access to potentially objectionable materials.  This includes text materials, video images, or sound files that may be considered objectionable.

Commercial software is placed on the computer for the use and convenience of students and staff.  Any unlawful use such as the copying of copyrighted material without the express written permission of the owner or the proper license is prohibited.

Any unauthorized, deliberate action which damages or disrupts a computing system (including the willful introduction of computer (viruses( or other disruptive/destructive programs), alters its normal performance, or causes it to malfunction is prohibited.  Intentional attempts to (crash( network systems or programs are punishable disciplinary offenses.  The user and/or their parent shall be held liable for the repair cost to the system.

No unauthorized software may be downloaded or installed on ANY computer system owned by Patrician Academy.  This includes but is not limited to Peer to Peer (p2p) software such as Grokster and Kazaa, chat room, or instant messenger software.

Anyone wishing to install software on ANY computer system owned by Patrician Academy must have permission from the System Administrator, Technology Coordinator and/or School Administration.

Internet Safety
· In compliance with the Children(s Internet Protection Act ((CIPA().  Patrician Academy will implement filtering and/or blocking software to restrict access to Internet sites containing child pornography, obscene depictions, or other materials harmful to minors under 18 years of age.  However, no software is foolproof, and there is still a risk of Internet user may be exposed to a site containing such materials.  Any user who incidentally connects to such a site must immediately disconnect from the site and notify a teacher or supervisor.  If one user sees another user is accessing inappropriate sites, he or she should notify a teacher or supervisor immediately.

· In compliance with CIPA, Patrician Academy and its representatives will implement a mechanism to monitor all on-line activities by minors.

Privacy Policy
The System Administrator has the authority to monitor all network activity and materials transmitted or received via the network.  All such materials are the property of the Patrician Academy.  Users do not have any right to or expectation of privacy regarding such materials.

Penalties for Improper Use
The use of the Internet is a privilege, not a right, and inappropriate use will result in the restriction or cancellation of privileges.  Inappropriate use may lead to any disciplinary and/or legal action, including but not limited to suspension or expulsion or dismissal from employment from Patrician Academy, or criminal prosecution by government authorities.  Patrician Academy will attempt to tailor any disciplinary action to meet the specific concerns related to each violation.  Users are responsible for any losses sustained by Patrician Academy or its affiliates, resulting from their intentional misuse of the network.
STUDENT AGREEMENT

All active students, regardless of age, must read and sign below.

I have read the attached Patrician Academy Computer/Internet Usage Agreement, understand it, and agree to adhere to the principles and procedures listed within.  I also understand that additional rules and regulations may be added from time to time and that they become a part of this agreement.  Should I break this agreement, I understand that I may lose all computer/Internet privileges.  I also understand that inappropriate or illegal use of computer facilities could result in civil or criminal lawsuits.  Parents and/or guardians may be held accountable for inappropriate use by their child.

I understand and agree in the event that a third party makes a claim against Patrician Academy as a result of my use of the computer network or the Internet provided by Patrician Academy, the school reserves its right to respond to such a claim as it sees fit and to hold all offending parties, including myself, responsible.

I release Patrician Academy, its affiliates, and its employees from any claims or damages of any nature arising from my access or use of the computer network or the Internet provided by Patrician Academy.  I also agree not to hold Patrician Academy responsible for materials improperly acquired on the system or for violations of copyright restrictions, users( mistakes or negligence, or any costs incurred by users.

______________                           

Student Name                                

Student Signature                             Date                          

Parent/Legal Guardian Name

Parent/Legal Guardian Signature
    Date

Name of Teacher-Sponsor (for Student Users)

This form is to be kept at the school and kept on file by the classroom teacher or the school site administrator.  It is required for all students that will be using a computer network and/or Internet access.
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