
May 10, 2018 

Dear Parents; 

Summer is upon us, and, as in the past, our summer reading program is designed to encourage reading throughout 
the summer months, sustain academic growth over the summer, promote academic excellence in the classroom, and 
improve standardized test scores. During the 2018 summer, students in grades 9-12 will be required to read two (2) 
books. 

High school students will be required to read one (1) assigned book listed below by grade. In order to ensure 
participation in the program, students will be administered a test prepared by the teacher in the English classroom on 
August 14, 2018. The assigned book will be reviewed on August 10 and August 13. Please note that the review is 
not intended to "tell" students what the book Is about so that they can pass the test. Instead, it is designed to discuss 
thematic issues, plot structure, rhetorical devices, etc., with students who have already read the book. Graded 
assignments pertaining to the novel will be given on both days. Thus, two daily grades and one test grade will be 
required for the novel. These grades will be applied to the first nine-week grading period. 

Students will also be required to read an additional novel of their choosing and take an AR test on this novel. The 
novel must be at a high school reading level with a minimum of six AR points. Students may take the test on one of 
the dates listed below. Again, this grade will become part of the English grade for the first nine-week grading period. 
The AR points accumulated will be included in the required twenty AR points needed for extra credit. 

Of course, students are not limited to two novels. We encourage students to read as many books as possible over 
the summer. Studies have shown that there is a direct correlation between student success in the classroom and the 
amount of time spent reading. Therefore, we are asking you to please help us help your child by encouraging 
him/her to read. Your support of this program is important to the continued success of your child. 

We thank you in advance for your continued support. Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact the 
school. 

Sincerely, 

Melissa Bracknell 

REQUIRED READING 

Grade 9 The Outsiders by S. E. HInton (ISBN 9780140385724) 

Grade 10 The Book Thief by Markus Zusak (ISBN 9780375842207) 

Grade 11 Night by Elie Wiesel (ISBN 97884766955) 

Grade 12 Lord of the Flies by William Golding (ISBN 9780399501487) 

Copies of all these books with the exception of The Book Thief for grade 10 are available for checkout from the PA 
library or from Mrs. Melissa Bracknell's personal library. 

LIBRARY DATES/TIMES OPEN FOR AR TESTS 

June 6, 13, 20, 27 from 10:00 to 12:00 

July 11, 18, 25 from 10:00 to 12:00 

Students are encouraged to accumulate twenty AR points each nine-weeks for an extra credit grade. The AR points 
from the summer reading (both novels) can be included in the first nine-weeks extra credit grade. 


